Squadron One (VT-1), Naval Air
sm-on (NAS) Saufley Field, 1972
y first impression of the North American T-28
Tmjan aircraft occurred at NAS Saufley Field
hen I was a VT-1 primary stage Student
Naval Aviator (SNA) flying the T-34B. It was an carly
morning in June 1972, and 1 was on one of my presolo
hops with an instructor pilot. We were in the run-up
area at the approach end of the runway. As I was
sweating my way through the procedures, I "
avare of two large rumbling T28s bearig dow
ik oo s theny. Ty wicn bpmey 4 e
poseful with eylindrical noses and positive-
ditetral wings, They taxied up spus uickly on
their heels and began their checks. I w
with my own mkpu tasking, but I looked over when I heard an engine”
spooling for run-up. First one, then the other dipped its nose and shook
as their props began to pull water out of the humid air. They were awe-
some in the old-fashioned sense of the word.

Flying the T-28.
“You've Got it.”
“I've Got It."

by Jack Flanagan

“The T:28 looked like a World War I fighter plane set on ricycle land-
that the T-28's flight performance
uman Wildeat and the Bearcat,
by many o be the last and the best of the propeller-driven
s

The T-28's Wright R-1820-86
radial engine delivered 1,425 horse-
power immediately upon det
and it would roll the aircraft if its
torque was not checked with the rud-

Various versions of the plane are
sill being flown as combat aircraft in

Navy. It was a magnificent airplane,
but a bit archaic in
service life. Those:

last years of its
who flew it called
it “The 28

1 was still pedantically working

rrm thzgm

way They
fooked stubby and powerfal. “They're Tweaty: Engm Crarics;” my
instructor said over the cockpit intercommunications system,
bits, bonein for the boxt” I nised my checks and tied to ot
s he I 28 began (0t up,raring nd roling
5d ‘opening spring runway. Seconds
Tolld, nosewheel bouncing, Moments et 1 (o0 the
o, oyl ry ool s sppled ol ol 1 the iny -4 o
which seemed (0 buzz toylike in thir
Occasianally s Ticamed o iy, 1 would see T28s i heai clmbing
out apidly from Milton, nose high, to disappear above in the bright sun-
lghs ¢ gt of bvo 1 pmdt angling along beneath us — orange and
st the trees; a flight of four in echelon, peeling off into the
sk sncrncad, When T pshed primary and feceived orders o
Training Squadron Three (VT-3) at NAS Whiting Field, my disappoint-
‘ment a not getting s was mitigated by my fascination with the T-28.

Stdens Naval Avitrs o the mid1350s Uroughthe i 970 eceived s
roduction to flight in the piston-engine Beecherafi T-34B Mentor at V-
based at NAS Sefe Fikd metr Pensacol.

VT-3, NAS Whiting Field, 1972

‘Whiting Field is about 20 miles northeast of Pensacola with twe
separate airfields: North and South Fields. In 1972, there were three
basic-stage training squadrons, VT-3 at South Field that
trained pilots for the ]
and VT-6 at North Field, both of which trained

Driving onto the base for the first time, T was struck by its apparent

size. The atmosphere was busy, purposeful. There seemed to be a per

of reciprocating-engine coughing starts and

ps. The air was inhabited by T-285 climbing ou

with their gear coming up, or going suddenly quiet — hard banked ir

the break. There were many WW [Lstyle buildings: hangars, ground

school, the mess hall, the officers club, barracks, the bachelor officer

quarters, the fligh-trainer building (still referred to as Link Trainers,

though hey were lpady oudatd), parchute rigees and many o
cnaconcas boween Noct s South ik,

o ool s sk gk i carried on throughout most o

bl S il csids the Naval Air Traning and Operting

manual, we used excellen

alled “ ‘The most valuable to me was

Basic Instuments, which covered he airpane, proc.

dures, maneuvers, flight patterns, visual flight rules (VFR) and instru-

ment Tying, and much mors — sl very clery id ot for simpc s

re were other comic book on VFR navigation, mete.
orology, and T-28 acrodynamics. I al seemed much more complicate
than the little T-34B.

‘The T-28 engine was supercharged, which meant there were critical
power seitings and revolutions per minute (RPM) relationships. The
mitare the carreor i contols,and cow and il cooer g wer
continually adjusted engine power and temperature. If engine
el e sl 0 gt s b o g -
peller RPM could exceed limit, worrisome conditions for the
crew because they normaly ca damage.

AVT:3 Red Knighis T-288 tasies at an unknown airied, Oct'66.



There were many new navigation aids — tactical air
navigation (Tacan), very-high frequency omni range
(VOR), automatic direction finder (ADF) and marker
beacon. Emergency procedures had to be memorized
verbatim. Like all pilots must do for every aircrat in
the Navy, all students had to pass both the open and
closed-book NATOPS examination before getting into
the cackit. Superimposed on sy of the siphae wers e coures

T spent many hours n the simulator, practicing fight maneuvers

along with the many emergency procedures and trying o
craft’s systems. 1 thought how battered the simulators were ¢ aftr the
many years of boots, gloves and butts of many thousand now-
worked through all the

s, safety wire, cable tension, wire leads, and on and
ik at all, whereas the engine could
leak oil everywhere — as long as it wasn't “excessive.”

First Flight

My it flght i e T:28 wason 19 Seperber 1972 with LTIG
fable and effective instructor. My logbook shows a one

description as we accelerated,

lified off and cleaned up for climb-out.
Afier leveling off and trimming up the airplane, he gave it to me.
i

control of the ircraft is a challenge and reply positive action
fou've got it followed by “T've got iL” or vice versa — 50

Was no confusion who had control of the aircraft. 1 flew straight and
level gtting a feel for the controls and working the trim, and then con-
Janc's agiity an the coninual

need to adjust rudder pressure wi
and/or power setting o compensate for torque (aka, P-factor) were
prominent lcaming points. My left hand was always moving from the
rudder trim knob, throttle, prop and mixture controls (things I never

touched in the T-34B).
My first landings were a flail — fast, with skidding, slipping rudder
dances and mistimed flres saved by the instructor before they became
Gongerous, Whet we landed o howe fcld, my isiueir ceaed e
duty runway, and it became “my’” aircraf again. I had anticipated some.
taxi practice but there was none. (We were supposed to know how to
1axi.) After a lot of S-turning, bobbing and weaving we were in the
chocks, canpy open, ngine shut down wilh th prop RPM sloving
felt good, and eager

Ot s i | conde e engie T magnm M0

check and set up for my first takeoff. Once on th
strained on the brakes with the power up o 30 inches

harder on the brake pedals. I then sclcted 48 inches
‘We lurched left. T applied full right rudder and right brake to
retum to runway centerline. Once tracking down the runway, 1 leamed
ihe processof casin ou the ight ruddr s sipeed ncrased
Gradually, I got better. The re became routine and rud-
der movement became semi-automatic — right rudder for power
{ncesass of airspecd decelraion, lft adder for power reductions or
somlerton ‘And, 1 earne how (i, and TRIM some more
praciced powerof and pover.on stall maneuves, i | leamed
10 recave from apna. Sping wers cea and instant confi-
Gence s, b wili myselfand i the arcrf;

Aerobatics in the T-28

‘Aerobatics phase was next. This was the most exciting flying 'd ever
done, though the T-34B was a good buildup for it. We started with the

fiying and less simpl
and left wingover was pronounced because of the reversed rudder ver-
sus torgue relationship.

The barrel roll was more difficult and more fun. Picking up the nos
0 cinbing and rollin 1 lay he plan over o0 its back at a righ
angedseion ine ‘more dynamic.

When I could o those mancuvers afely, f notwell, we went ino
overheads: the loop, the half-Cuban eight and the Immelmann turn. We
T oo vy inhe T34, o doing tem n tho 28 wa n extn
sion of the basics we had learned at Saufle

‘The loop was fairly easy — a smooth, simple sauslymg mancuver
However, thosc few seconds of pulling up and decelerating into the sur

but harder to stop because there was more necd for right rudder agains
the siill decelerating airspeed. The right roll was more diffcult o ini
ate, but easier to control by synchronously backing off the rudder an
bm:.kmg fh rll with the et pelal o come out nealy on heading
ared to the Immelmann turn, the half-Cuban eight mancuver wa

b s

T never tired of acrobatics. The thrill of that kind of flying never palex
and the leaming curve never flatened. The mancuvers were ofien bun
gled, but the excitement never di frustration, but the
satisfaction of good, albeit never perfect, aerobatics lasted unil the nex
attempt in the next moment or the next week.

Afer the igh work, the nstructor would sk me o pednm\ a precau
tionary emergency landing or high-alitude cmers e sor t
getus to a lower alitude and heading toward an Foutying field (OLP

simply slamming the throtle shut and cracking the speed brake to simu
late  total engine failure.

After the high-alttude emergency, it was time to practice landings

one o the OLFs. My fst landings n the 28 oftcn reuled o  pran

the runway, only to bounce airborne on extended struts

crabbing and drifting over the grass in a lame, rudderless climb-out. O

flare 100 high and float in agonizing silence with the propeller wind

i it o
Sane lling spruacied emied
sunw.x e
devel

respons: was quicker and much greatr.
ne day the instructor showed me the trick of sipping the ipan

down from a oo high start by stepping on the ot i th
o The T35 e down e 5 e, esumed 15 ghdelope sin
e as soon as he put the sideslip ball back in the center, It was
tricky getting everything lined up and sorted out at the last second o
fnal. AL it was uncomforabl o underake becase fing ou o
balanced flight was anathema to

Stmalated gl s raqmr:d qmck thnking and resctio
Takeoff

ally
g e s sompltig Y pocket pichor e g
and away flght, the throttle could be pulled back on you at any time, an

you had 10 ke oo "otk appeosch o 1 k.t ok som
experience to leam how angle of bank could be used at what cost in al
tude, how flaps down would effect sink e o i o (5
all the procedures accurately while looking outside the cockpit. But

comideed te Jow-altde simulaed gine-ou emergency somev’
few option
Somstimes, while in the aning paten, e
iated a ow-liode engn fulure Ofcn
1 move during any I de emergency was to extend the fp
it 1 ght et 0 ko th B

easy
ver was over qui:kl
nstr
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